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COUNCIL July 2, 2015 

 

Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, July 2, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. 

with President Cindy Peterson presiding. 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, present; Spicer, absent; Stuckert, present; Mead, present; Miller, 

present; Milburn, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Weyand was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Stuckert to excuse the absent member 

(Spicer). 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Absent member excused.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

Moment of silence observed 

 

Mayor - Mayor Riley gave an update on the health status of his grandson. 

 

Mayor Riley stated he participated in a “bail out of jail” fundraiser for the New Life.  

 

Mayor Riley performed the swearing-in ceremony for Firefighter William D. Jones.  

 

President of Council  

 

A motion was made by Milburn and seconded by McKay to approve the minutes of the 

last regular meeting, June 18, 2015, as presented. 

Motion passed. All yeas.  

Minutes approved as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the public hearing for a rezoning request from LT Land 

Development to Rezone Lots 1-8 of the Williams Farm Subdivision located at a certain 

parcel of land, commonly known as Rombach Avenue, from I2, County Industrial, to 

B3, Roadside Business. 

 

Bill Peelle was in attendance on behalf of LT Land Development.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig explained that the land was annexed under original County 

Industrial Zoning. The petitioner wishes to rezone a portion of the land to City Roadside 

Business for development purposes.  

 

Paul Hunter asked what businesses would be opening there. 

 

Bill Peelle said that he could not give specifics on which businesses would be coming in 

there but they would be in keeping with Roadside Business zoning.  

 

Councilwoman Miller pointed out that there was a section that overlaps with the parks 

and asked if this rezoning will change that relationship. Peelle answered that there was 

not a formal agreement but there have been discussions with the Parks Director.  

 

President Peterson closed the public hearing on the LT Land Development Rezoning. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to give the first reading only 

on the ordinance Changing the Zoning of Real Property Located in the City of 

Wilmington, Ohio (Lots 1-8, Section I of the Williams Farm Subdivision and commonly 

known as Rombach Avenue) 

President called for roll call vote. 

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 
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Motion passed.  

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second and third reading be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

President Peterson opened the Public Hearing for a rezoning request for Stephanie Butler 

to rezone the property located at the parcel of land commonly known as 691 Piedmont 

Street from R1, Single Family Residential, to B1(a), Neighborhood Business. 

 

President Peterson – This was not recommended for approval by the Planning 

Commission. The citizen who asked this to be brought before council was not able to be 

here tonight due to a family commitment.  

 

Christa Johnson – 600 Piedmont Street – Lives in neighborhood. Expressed concern for 

business spot-zoning in residential area. Also said there could be safety concerns 

because of the number of children in care at the residence and related traffic issues.  

 

Mayor Riley – During Planning Commission we noted that childcare is allowed in 

residential areas but not with the number of children she has.  

 

Councilman Jaehnig explained that a licensing issue with the state brought the situation 

before Planning Commission.  

 

Paul Hunter pointed out that the church daycare in the neighborhood had a zoning 

designation that was in effect only while the childcare business occupied the building.  

 

Councilman McKay – The daycare is very well run but I have issue with the safety 

issues with traffic and parking.  

 

President Peterson closed the public hearing on the rezoning of 691 Piedmont Street. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Changing Zoning of Real Property Located in the City of Wilmington, 

Ohio (Commonly known as 691 Piedmont Street). 

President called for roll call vote. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, no; Mead, no; Miller, no; Milburn, no; McKay, no; Jaehnig, no. 

Motion failed.  

 

Jeff Walls from Clinton County Solid Waste Management presented a summary of the 

Clinton County Solid Waste Plan and an overview of the duties of and programs offered 

by the Clinton County Solid Waste Management District.  

 

[Discussion of the Clinton County Solid Waste Management District] 

 

Auditor - Auditor David Hollingsworth presented a year-to-date analysis, with 

comparative data going back to 2006. We have collected 43% of our projected revenues 

at the end of May. If everything is spent that we budgeted plus the dollars for the paving, 

we will be down to about a million dollar carryover at the end of the year, which will be 

between 10-15% as opposed to 25%. We have to talk about the revenue side.  

 

In 2006, our City Income Tax collections were roughly $4.7 million. After the air park 

was annexed, they went to $7 million in 2009. After the fallout from DHL, they went 

back to $4.1 million in 2010 and have been relatively flat since then. We are operating 

on less income tax dollars in 2015 than what we were collecting in 2006.  

 

Also, there was a change in the state tax structure. The city used to be the benefactor of 

the tangible personal property tax, which most businesses paid on inventories, equipment 

and furniture and fixtures. That tax was eliminated and replaced with the Commercial 

Activity Tax. Because of the state budget changes, they decided to keep those dollars 

and not share them with the local municipalities. They did for a temporary period of time 
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to give us the opportunity to make up for those lost revenues someplace else. Those 

dollars are gone now and we no longer collect those.  

 

The other thing that is gone is the estate tax. Governor Kasich eliminated the estate tax 

in the State of Ohio. From 2006 up to 2015, the city collected about 2.5 million dollars 

in inheritance tax. That is now zero going forward. In 2012, we collected a little shy of 

$900,000 in one year alone.  

 

Another thing that is going to be eliminated going forward is we have fire contracts with 

some of the local townships that we provide their fire service. Union Township had built 

up a fund of about a million dollars and they agreed to give that money to us for 

providing their fire protection. That was paid out over a five-year period. We just 

collected our last payment this year, which was $169,000. That money is now gone 

going forward.  

 

The million and a half dollars that we are going to be short – assuming we spend 

everything we budgeted in the current year, I was curious of how many jobs it would 

take at a salary of $40,000 – it would take 3700-3800 jobs to replace that tax. That is not 

going to happen overnight.  

 

I still think we have a revenue problem. We already budgeted a million dollar deficit, 

which we had enough money in the carryover to handle that. Then we turned around and 

wanted to take a million dollars to pave streets when everybody was gung-ho about 

assuring we had a 25% carryover. That seems to be thrown out the window. I agree that 

streets need to be repaved. I agree with spending it, but I do not agree with how that was 

funded. I think going forward streets are going to continuously have to be repaved. 

There is nothing in place to see that there are dollars available to fund those type of 

projects. The streets have been ignored and that is why it took a million dollars to start 

paving them again.  

 

Last year, at this time, as of July 1, we had $3.3 million that was unencumbered in our 

bank account. This year, we have almost $2.4 million dollars – we are about a million 

dollars less this year at this time than we were the year before.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – Do you see significant spending difference between the years? 

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – Not really. The streets, and the employees hadn’t had a 

raise in six years. If you want to keep good quality people, I don’t think that anyone 

works a job where they want to be making the same thing on day one as they make 20 or 

30 years down the road. I think there is merit to making sure that your employees, 

whether in the private or public sector, you want to make sure that you are keeping good 

people and you are compensating them appropriately for the jobs that they are doing. 

That is going to happen. If you want to keep good people, you have to pay them.  

 

Councilwoman Milburn – I just wanted to know if you saw anything beside the 

employee raises and the streets as a spending problem.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – If you take a look of the very last page of what I’ve 

given you. Take a look at the shortages or the overages in the years that they occurred. I 

talked about 2008 and 2009 being big influx of income tax because of the annexation of 

the air park, if you look at those two years, in 2008, we had an excess in that year of 

$872,000. In 2009, we had an excess of $1.8 million. Just in that year along. Going from 

2009 to 2010, we had a carryover of $4.6 million. Then we had the benefit of the 

inheritance tax. We never put that into the budget because you don’t know who is going 

to die.  

 

Paul Hunter – Payroll costs went down by 26% from 2010 to this year. That includes the 

raises that you gave last year. That’s a pretty good cut. You can’t find much more cut 

there.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – This is a service-type business. You have to have people 

to perform the functions.  
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Councilman McKay – I appreciate the analysis.  

 

Councilman McKay – It is very important that we start looking at revenue quickly.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – I heard it loud and clear down here.  

 

Auditor David Hollingsworth – I encourage you to put some kind of plan together. Even 

if it is determined that we need to ask the citizens for a levy for the streets or need to go 

to the voters for a partial income tax increase, it is going to be a year or more before you 

see the benefits of that. We are now getting to the point where we are putting the 

carryover in jeopardy. You don’t want to push that out too far because you may night 

have time to recover.  

 

Also, we just got our letter back from our external auditors. This is the first year that I 

can remember that we did not have comments from a management letter. Usually they 

will find something minor that they will make comment on. We had a clean audit and 

nothing on the management letter.  

 

President Peterson – Before we get into the budget process, is this something that you 

want to have Finance take a look at? 

 

Councilwoman Miller – We took a look at it in Finance near the end. I have no doubt 

that we will review it. This isn’t going anywhere. We had requested it last Thursday. I 

had no idea it would be this detailed. This is way bigger than what I asked for. Thank 

you for that.  

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use. - Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Water Committee  - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Streets Committee - Chairperson McKay had no report. 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling - Chairperson Jaehnig introduced legislation approving the Solid 

Waste Management Plan. It is an emergency because it needs to be in place by state 

deadlines.  

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Approving the Solid Waste Management Plan and Declaring an 

Emergency. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

 

Jaehnig requested that the second and third readings be on the Agenda for the next 

meeting.  

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Milburn had no report.  

 

Judiciary Committee - Chairperson Jaehnig brought forward legislation setting 

procedures for an indigent burial policy. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance Adopting Chapter 937 of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Wilmington, Ohio, Relative to the Adoption of an Indigent 

Burial Policy.   

Roll call:  Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Milburn to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5238 passed as read. 
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Safety Committee  - In the absence of Chairperson Spicer, there was no report.  

 

Finance Committee - Chairperson Miller had presented legislation making supplemental 

appropriations: From the General Fund to Property Taxes, $130; From Sewer Fund to 

Facilities Maintenance, $315,000, for roof repair.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Supplemental Appropriations. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes.  

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Mead to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes.  

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5239 passed as read. 

 

Councilwoman Miller introduced legislation making miscellaneous transfers. From 

Cemetery Grounds Maintenance to Supplies-Foundations, $5,000.00; from Police 

Communications Salaries to Siren Maintenance, $3,000.00; From Sanitation Collection 

Vehicle Fuel to Dumpster Maintenance, $3,500.00.  

 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to give the first reading only on 

the ordinance Making Miscellaneous Transfers. 

President called for vote. 

Motion passed. All yeas. 

Director of Law read ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to suspend the rules and give the 

second and third reading on the ordinance by title only.   

Roll call:  Jaehnig, yes; Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes. 

Director of Law read the ordinance by title only. 

A motion was made by Miller and seconded by McKay to pass the ordinance as read. 

Roll call:  Stuckert, yes; Mead, yes; Miller, yes; Milburn, yes; McKay, yes; Jaehnig, yes. 

Motion passed. 

President of Council declared Ord. No. 5240 passed as read. 

 

Cemetery Committee – Chairperson Mead had no report.  

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener McKay – The Third Friday event at 

the Mural was canceled twice because of rain, so the next one will be the July Third 

Friday event.   

 

Councilwoman Miller – The Ribbon Cutting for The Love of Ink is on July 11.  

 

Parks and Recreation Committee – Convener Milburn – The Independence Day 

fireworks will be next Saturday. I watched the parks department clear an injured goose 

today. It was interesting to watch.  

 

Mayor Riley – I want to express my appreciation to Bible Baptist Church for sponsoring 

the fireworks this year. This is their 20
th

 anniversary.  

 

Councilwoman Miller – Is this something they are doing long-term or just for their 20
th

 

anniversary.  

 

Mayor Riley – Just their 20
th

. Optimist Club did it for many years, the Friends of the 

Park did it for quite a few years. They stepped up this year because it is their 20
th

. We 

need to find a sponsor for next year.  
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Jonathan McKay – The Clinton County Young Professionals are talking about taking on 

that project.  

 

Service Director - Service Director Reinsmith had no report.  

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Russ Burton had no report.  

 

Reports 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Jaehnig that the Income Tax Report – 

June 2015, be accepted as presented. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as presented. 

 

President Peterson opened the meeting up to the general public and/or members of 

council to address council while in session.   

 

Don Wells – 939 Hickory Trail Drive – How did the city allow beer to be sold in a City 

Park at the Banana Split Festival when the ordinances state that no alcohol is allowed in 

the city park? 

 

Duane Weyand – Chair of the Banana Split Festival – We had the mayor’s office sign 

off on the liquor permit and it was approved by the State. We did not take it through the 

Park Board. It was an oversight on our part.  

 

[Discussion of open container regulations at the parks] 

 

Councilman McKay – Thanked Samantha Ahrmann for help she gave in resolving a 

citizen issue.  

 

President Peterson asked if anyone else wished to address council while in session.  

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Peterson asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Jaehnig and seconded by Miller to adjourn. 

Motion passed. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

ATTEST:    _________________________________________ 

     President of Council 

 

 

 

     _________________________________________ 

     Clerk 

 


